Management strategies for refractory localization-related seizures.
Localization-related epilepsy, the most common type of seizure disorder, often provides major management problems. Five new antiepileptic drugs (AEDs) with different mechanisms of action have been licensed in the United Kingdom in the 1990s for adjunctive use in the management of poorly controlled partial seizures. These were, in chronologic order, vigabatrin, lamotrigine, gabapentin, topiramate, and tiagabine. Their practical deployment is explored here. Mention also is made of clobazam and acetazolamide. Combination therapy with two or even three AEDs having complementary pharmacologic effects can provide an essential contribution to the management of partial seizures. This article discusses some of the pharmacologic strategies used in treating patients with refractory localization-related epilepsy.